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B KUALALUMPUR 24 MEI
AN Sri Muhyiddin Yassin ber-
pandangan, Malaysia mesti me-
nyertai usaha global dalam me-
neroka dan mengeksploitasi teknologi
pemusatan pelbagai teknologi dari-
pada komunikasi tanpa wayar kepada
Internet atau ‘Internet of things’ (IoT).

Timbalan Perdana Menteri ber-
kata, sebanyak 26 bilion peranti
bakal disambungkan dengan IoT
menjelang 2020 sekali gus mem-
bantu memacu inovasi pada kadar
lebih pantas.

Menurut beliau, teknologi IoT juga
dijangka menjana peluang ekonomi

" bernilai RM890 bilion di peringkat
global dan disasarkan berkembang
pada kadar 34.1 peratus setahun di ran-
tau Asia Pasifik kepada RM203 bilion
menjelang 2020.

“Negara-negara maju telah meng-
gerakkan usaha meningkatkan keu-
payaan masing-masing dalam men-
eroka dan mengeksploitasi teknologi
IoT, mengurus data besar serta men-

" jamin keselamatan ruang siber.

“Bagi memastikan Malaysia tidak
ketinggalan, Jemaah Menteri min-
ggu lalu telah bersetuju Kemen-
terian Sains, Teknologi Inovasi
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Malaysiamesti
teroka teknologiloT

(MOSTI) melalui agensinya, MIMOS
Berhad menerajui pelaksanaan Pelan
Hala Tuju Strategik IoT Kebangsaan
yang bakal dilancarkan dalam masa
terdekat,” katanya ketika berucap
merasmikan majlis Anugerah Inovasi
Negara 2015 di Pusat Konvensyen
Kuala Lumpur di sini malam tadi

Yang turut hadir Menteri Sains,
Teknologi dan Inovasi, Datuk Dr.
Ewon Ebin; timbalannya, Datuk Dr.
‘Abu Bakar Mohamad Diah serta Pe-
nasihat Pembangunan Keusahawa-
nan dan Ikhtisas Wanita di Jabatan
Perdana Menteri (JPM), Datuk Seri
Shahrizat Abdul Jalil.

Dalam majlis sama, Muhyiddin turut
menyampaikan hadiah kepada semua
penerima anugerah bagi enam kategori
yang dipertandingkan. :
Timbalan Perdana Menteri turut
mengalu-alukan langkah kemente-
rian untuk memperluas skop dana
bagi membiayai program Inovasi
Sosial MOSTI (MSI) yang bertujuan
membangunkan atau melaksana-
kan idea dalam bentuk produk,
perkhidmatan atau model bagi me-
menuhi keperluan sosial.

Beliau mencadangkan kepada
kementerian agar Anugerah Inovasi
Negara diperluaskan dengan dima-

e

sukkan kategori inovasi sosial mulai
tahun depan. .

“Selain itu, mengambil kira per-
anan media yang penting dalam
memperkasa agenda sains, teknolo-
gi dan inovasi negara, saya ingin
mencadangkan kategori khas diwu-
judkan tahun depan di bawah Anuge-
rah Inovasi Negara bagi menghargai
wartawan atau media,” ujarnya.

Muhyiddin menambah, usaha
memperkasakan agenda sains, tek-
nologi dan inovasi negara seharusnya
memanfaatkan jaringan: kerjasama
melalui platform seperti ASEAN,
‘Coral Triangle Initiative’ (CTI), Majlis
Penasihat Sains Global Antarabangsa
(GSIAC) serta Pertubuhan Pendidikan,
Sains. dan Kebudayaan Pertubuhan
Bangsa-bangsa Bersatu (UNESCO).

“Malaysia kini menduduki Maj-
lis Eksekutif Suruhanjaya Oseano-
grafi Antarabangsa (IOC) dan sedang
berusaha mendapat sokongan untuk
mengisi kerusi ahli Lembaga Eksekutif
UNESCO sesi 2015-2019,” katanya.

Jelas beliau, keanggotaan dalam
majlis-majlis eksekutif tersebut
membolehkan Malaysia terlibat
secara aktif terhadap usaha mela-
kar hala tuju serta agenda sains,
teknologi dan inovasi global.
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Cyber safety from predators -

An initiative launched

in schools aims to make
children and teenagers
become more aware of
the dangerous facets of
connecting online, writes
lzwan Ismail

HE Internet can be an extremely useful
I tool for the young. But instant messag-
ing. chat rooms, emails and social net-
working sites can also bring trouble — from
cyberbullying to more serious dangers, includ-
ing exposure to sexual predators. Understand-
ing child safety and online dangers is thus
essential for protecting your children

CYBER
Accordingto Philip Ling, whois principal com-
munications and corporate responsibility at
DiGi, the latest online threat targeting chil
dren is cybergrooming. It
involves befriending and
establishing an emotional
connection with a child,
and sometimes the family,
to lower the child's inhibi-
tions for sexual abuse
“The perpetrators will
search for prey on social
networks and befriend
them,” he says.
“Normally, he'll use a
friendly name and pro-
file, like a popular car-
toon character, and work
to gain the trust of chil-
dren, often with the goal
of a sexual relationship,”
he says. This "grooming”
process normally takes
time, sometimes months
to gain the trust of the
intended target, with the
aimof making the victims
feel cared aboutenough to
want to meet the person
“Victims may become
confused when the groom
er beginstodothings that make them uncom
fortable. They may try to encourage the vic-
tims to abandon their usual sense of caution,”
he adds.

COMBATING THREATS

Through the CyberSAFE in Schools pro-
gramme (www.digi.com.my/digicybersafe)
aninitiative by incol
laboration with the Education Ministry and
Childline Malaysia, Digi is helping children
understand the dangers of the online world.

“With the increasing rate of cyber crimes
particularly targeting children, we want to
ensure that they are adequately protected
against possible dangers on the Net. This
includes providing easy access to ways in
which they can seek help,” he says.

“We were inspired to do this by the recent
CyberSAFE in Schools survey which indicated
that some children were not aware of the avail-
ability of online or phone-in help centres like

Parents should be
aware that children

are getting smdrter

have multiple devices

and go to alternati
social networks,

Philip Ling

Childline that can provide them with a safety
net for problems related to the Internet,” he
adds.

Now, children can easily call for help with-
out worrying about the costs, while the port-
ability of mobile phones offers them greater
privacy when discussing their concerns with
the trained Childline 15999 call centre opera-
tors.

Ling says that in the Netherlands, the Gov-
ernment did a case study by creating a young
girl's profile — she was named Sweetie. In just
seven weeks, 20,000 men approached her
online for sex.

“They gave the evidence to Interpol and
built cases around 1,000 people, three of
whom were from Malaysia,” he says.

The United Nations, meanwhile, suggests
that 750,000 pedophiles are online at any sin-
gle time, hence heightening the risk of cyber
grooming. What is worrying is that by 2020,
85 million children will go online, for the first
time, on the mobile phone.

Seventy per cent of children are not concerned with privacy when online, according to a study.

RULES NOT EFFECTIVE
Based on DiGi 2014 CyberSAFE in school
national survey report involving 13,945
students from primary to secondary
level, 80 per cent view online safety
as important, but 40 per cent do not
know how to protect themselves on the
Internet
Italso found that children aged 15or
less are more vulnerable to risks than
those aged 16-19.
Meanwhile, 29 per cent of those sur-

are safeonline and thisis a false sense of secu-
rity, which makes them very easy victims,”
says Ling.

“Seventy per cent of them are not con-
cerned with privacy, which means they open
their Facebook profile to the public and don't
bother with what they post online,” he says.

DIGI's study also found that most parents
have a set of rules in place for children going

online, but these areoften not effective. “These |

areruleslike ‘finish your homework first before
you go online’, and not things like ‘what you |
can or cannot post’” says Ling. |

CYBERBULLYING !
On cyberbullying, the percentage is higher in
rural areas with 28 per cent (as opposed to 25 |
per cent children in urban areas) saying they |
have been bullied online. |
The survey also revealed that four in 10 |
parents have never spoken to their children
onthe need to protect themselves online, with
less than half admitting to not having parental

veyed said they only take one step, or no |
action at all, in protecting themselves online. |
“The other danger is that children think they |

control. “Parents should be aware that children
are getting smarter and many have multiple
devices. They also go to alternative social net
works other than Facebook,” says Ling.

T'o raise awareness, DiGi has under the
CyberSAFE in Schools programme, organised
workshops in schools nationwide, which have
reached more than a million students

It has also recruited about 1,000 ICT teach

ersasambassadors on cyber safety awareness
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